Oral manifestations of Wegener's granulomatosis: a report of three cases and a literature review.
Hyperplastic granular gingivitis or "strawberry gingivitis" is a rare manifestation of Wegener's granulomatosis (WG), but it is nearly pathognomonic for this multisystem autoimmune vasculitis. The dentist may be the first health care professional to see patients with symptoms and findings of this condition. Early diagnosis and treatment is the most important factor in the management of this potentially fatal disease. The authors present three case reports that demonstrate the disease spectrum and conducted a literature review focused on current understanding of this disease. The first patient had only the classic gingival manifestations of the disease. The second patient had simultaneous typical gingival lesions, as well as dermatologic findings. The third patient had an atypical oral presentation of aphthous ulcers and erythematous gingiva, as well as respiratory and genital involvement. Reaching a definitive diagnosis sometimes is challenging owing to the subtle onset of the disease and variable clinical and laboratory findings. Clinicians should be familiar with the broad variety of oral and systemic components of WG, as well as strategies to facilitate prompt disease recognition and to provide continued oral health care to these medically complex patients.